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I have been teaching university students in multiple disciplines for over ten years, 
including as a solo instructor for an undergraduate course. With a background in 
computer science, law, psychology, and writing, I am qualified to teach a variety of 
topics and am particularly enthusiastic about interdisciplinary courses. I also believe that 
the knowledge and experience gained in a research lab can be just as important as what 
students learn in a classroom. 
 
Teaching	Experience		
As an undergraduate psychology major at Georgia Tech with a growing interest in HCI, I 
took a number of computer science classes. The introductory class was a requirement of 
all students on campus and at that time was one of the most feared undergraduate 
courses. I became almost evangelical about helping non-CS majors see the value in 
computer science, and eventually became a teaching assistant for the class, grading 
assignments, holding office hours, and teaching weekly recitation sessions. 
Subsequently in law school I was a teaching assistant for Legal Writing—another 
unpopular yet required class—where I graded assignments and was responsible for 
teaching classes on citation style.  
 
As a PhD student I have been fortunate enough to have a broad range of teaching 
opportunities as well. I served as a teaching assistant for Beth Mynatt’s Issues in 
Human-Centered Computing graduate-level course, Eric Gilbert’s Design of Online 
Communities graduate-level course, and Amy Bruckman’s undergraduate Computing, 
Society, and Professionalism course. In all of these classes, I graded assignments, taught 
classes in the instructor’s absence, and was generally available for helping students. My 
experiences in these classes gave me the opportunity to observe and learn from a group 
of talented professors who have subsequently influenced my own teaching style. I have 
also frequently been asked by Georgia Tech faculty members to guest lecture in their 
classes about legal or ethical issues related to the particular course—these have 
included Computational Journalism, Collaborative Computing, and Design of Online 
Communities. 
 

For two semesters, I also taught Computing, Society, and Professionalism as the 
instructor of record. This undergraduate computer science course covers ethical 
theories, professional ethics, computing and society issues, and argumentative writing. 
As the solo instructor for this course, I designed a syllabus, prepared and taught 
lectures, designed and graded assignments (including a term paper), and supervised a 
teaching assistant. It was important to me to keep the course relevant and interesting, 
and so I dedicated part of each class to leading a discussion of a current event that was 
relevant to course topics. I encouraged students to debate and to consider multiple 
sides of complicated issues of law and ethics rather than allowing them to simply look to 
me for what to think. Class participation was an important aspect of this class, and 
though this can be challenging, I learned that the key to encouraging participation is to 
engage the students with thought provoking material that will evoke opinions. 
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I received high course evaluations for this class (4.3/5 for overall effectiveness), and 
students praised my accessibility, knowledge of the material, enthusiasm, and ability to 
make the material relevant. I learned a great deal from the experience about teaching 
methods, classroom management, and course administration. It also solidified my 
commitment to teaching and academia.  
 
Student	Mentoring		
As a PhD student, I have also had the opportunity to mentor both graduate and 
undergraduate students in a research setting. MS-HCI students, computer science 
undergraduates, and a visiting sociology student from another university have all 
worked on my NSF-funded copyright and online communities research project. I have 
had the opportunity to train students in methods, supervise research, and mentor them 
in side projects related to this work. These students have had different skill sets, and it 
was a rewarding experience to bring them together in a way that played to their 
strengths and helped them to grow in new ways. One HCI student used his 
programming skills to build a complicated web scraper, subsequently learning about 
qualitative methods when the data was put to use. The sociology student learned 
qualitative skills that will be important for her field, and also gained a new knowledge 
base of social computing theory and methods. 
 

I look forward to the opportunity to advise PhD students, as well as mentor MS students 
and undergraduates. I hope to work with an interdisciplinary group of students, from 
computer scientists with an interest in building systems and big data analysis to 
communications or law students interested in empirical work. I also feel strongly that 
the legal field would benefit from more technical knowledge, and would welcome the 
opportunity to mentor undergraduates in science and engineering majors with an 
interest in attending law school. I am interested as well in expanding participation in 
computing, encouraging underrepresented groups such as women to learn computer 
science. I believe that one way to open these doors is by teaching introductory 
programming in a way that is accessible and appealing to non-CS majors and by offering 
computing courses that may not require programming skills, such as the Online 
Communities course at Georgia Tech.  
 
Future	Plans		
As a faculty member, I would be particularly qualified to teach existing courses related 
to ethics, law, social computing, and qualitative methods. I would also be comfortable 
teaching an introductory computer science course (particularly one geared towards 
humanities students or other non-CS majors) or human-computer interaction. I am 
qualified to teach writing-based courses, such as technical writing for science majors, or 
to lead a seminar designed to help graduate students with their scholarly writing. Given 
the opportunity to design my own courses, I would be interested in teaching classes 
about law and policy on the Internet, and conducting research online (methods and 
ethics). 


